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Celebrating the first cohort of graduates of the Université de I’Ontario francais

Toronto, June 12, 2025 - On an emotional Thursday of June, the Université de |’Ontario frangais (UOF)
honoured the Class of 2025 during a landmark graduation ceremony. This symbolic event celebrated the
academic success of students from the very first cohort to complete a university program at the UOF,
surrounded by their loved ones and the faculty community.

Right from the opening address, the tone was set by Her Honour the Honourable Edith Dumont,
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario: “We are marking an important milestone, not only in the lives of
students at the Université de I’Ontario francais, but also in the history of our province. The symbolic
value of this graduation ceremony is huge, a source of hope for the future of the Francophonie in
Ontario.”

The event was enthusiastically attended by Carl Bouchard, French Language Services Commissioner,
who underlined the importance of the achievement: “I congratulate this first cohort of graduates from
the Université de I’Ontario frangais. They are a testament to the importance and vitality of French-
language post-secondary education in Ontario. | will follow their professional accomplishments with
interest and encourage them to continue contributing to the growth of Ontario and its Francophonie!
There are plenty of opportunities, and French-language services depend on qualified professionals who
can work in our beautiful language.”

Paul Rouleau, Chancellor of the UOF, and Normand Labrie, Vice-Chancellor and President, gave
speeches full of pride and gratitude. They warmly congratulated the sixty or so graduates, underlining
their central role in realizing the University’s founding ambition: to help build a more just, inclusive, and
responsible world.

“You are the proof of a dream come true,” said Rouleau. “You are the first generation to have put their
trust in our bold university, which we built on strong values of inclusion, commitment, and eco-
responsibility. Your daring is what made all this possible.”

His words were echoed with emotion by Labrie: “This past year has undoubtedly been one of the most
rewarding of my career. Watching you grow, take your place, challenge the status quo and assert your
will to change the world has been a constant source of inspiration.”
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The long-awaited keynote address was delivered by the Honourable Caroline Mulroney, Minister of
Francophone Affairs and staunch ally of the UOF, whose message resonated strongly with the
graduates: “Today, our province makes history as the first cohort of students graduate from the
Université de I’Ontario Francais. Today’s milestone is a testament to our government’s investment in
the vitality of the Francophone community across Ontario. Congratulations to all graduates that have
pursued a higher education that reflects their image and culture.”

The highlight of the ceremony was the official presentation of diplomas on stage by the Chancellor and
President, under the proud gazes of UOF faculty, families, and staff. The emotion was palpable in every
gesture and every smile.

Before turning to new horizons, the graduates heard a touching message from their classmate, Vital
Nyindu Kasongo, who captured the spirit and closeness of this pioneering first cohort: “l would like to
thank our teachers who, with passion, rigour, and humanity, have passed on useful knowledge,
anchored in the realities of our time.”

As tradition dictates, the ceremony concluded with an explosion of joy: the throwing of caps, a symbolic
gesture initiated by the president.

Congratulations to the 2025 graduates of the UOF! You are, and will forever remain, the very first to
dare believe in this vision!

About the Université de I'Ontario frangais

The Université de I'Ontario frangais (UOF) stands out for its expertise in administration, education, and
social sciences and humanities, meeting the current challenges of our society. Through its short
programs, certificates, and bachelor’s degrees, the UOF trains responsible leaders committed to
environmental protection, human rights, and digital innovation. Located in downtown Toronto, the
University offers both theoretical and practical training, enriched by professional experience that opens
doors to companies looking for bilingual, qualified people.

Source and information
Claire Francoeur

Chief Marketing Officer
416 459-4994

Claire.francoeur@uontario.ca

9, rue Lower Jarvis, Toronto (Ontario) M5E 0C3 uontario.ca


mailto:Claire.francoeur@uontario.ca

